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Thank you for adopting a TAMR rescue dog! We want you and your new pet to spend many happy 
years together. This basic adjustment guide should help you both “settle in” together as smoothly 
as possible while you learn about each other. Please keep us updated on how well your adoption 
is working and how your dog is doing.  We love to hear about our dogs! 

Adjustment Time:  We ask that you give your new dog 3-4 weeks to adjust to you and his new home. 
Please remember that he does not know the “house rules” and he must now learn what is, or is not, 
acceptable in his new home. Many dogs adjust well within the first weeks, while others take more 
time. It is usually best to restrict your dog during the initial adjustment period and ease those 
restrictions as you learn to trust each other. This will also help to foster respect for you as the leader 
of the household. Also, some dogs are on their “best behavior” when they first come into a new 
home, but later test their “limits” when they feel more comfortable within the home. Always treat your 
new dog in a fair, firm and consistent manner. Please contact us if there are any questions or 
problems concerning your new dog. 

Arrival:  We generally prefer that your new dog arrive home at the beginning of a weekend, or some 
similar time period when you will be home. This allows you a maximum time together before your 
weekday schedule starts and you must leave your dog home alone. We do suggest the use of a 
crate or some form of safe confinement while you are gone. If your dog is allowed free access to his 
new home, curiosity may get the better of him and land him into trouble. We want you and your new 
dog to be happy to see each other at your homecomings. We also suggest that you set a schedule 
for feeding, potty breaks, walks, etc. A consistent routine will help your dog adjust quickly to his new 
home and family. 

Vet Exam:  We ask that you schedule a trip to your vet within the first few weeks for a “well dog” checkup 
and to introduce your new dog. Be sure to take a copy of your dog’s medical history with you. Your 
dog will not need vaccinations (RV, DHLP-P-C, and KC) at this time. You are required to keep your 
dog's yearly vaccinations and monthly heartworm preventative current. You may want to purchase 
additional heartworm preventative at this time. We recommend either Interceptor or Heartgard Plus 
for heartworm prevention. Topical flea killers are also available at your veterinarian or pet store. You 
should also ask for a duplicate Rabies tag with your vet’s contact information. If you or your vet have 
any questions, please contact us, or the veterinarian listed in your dog’s medical history. Try to 
make your first vet visit a friendly and happy one, as this may set the tone for future medical visits.  

Collar:  Your dog should wear his collar at all times. Your dog's collar should also have identification tags 
attached to it. (Personal I.D., Rabies, Microchip, Dog license, etc) Your dog's collar should be tight 
enough not to slip over his head, but loose enough that you can put several fingers or your hand 
underneath the collar. Use a flat or rolled collar for daily use. "Choke" collars are to be used ONLY 
for training purposes and are never to be left on a dog.  

Leash Control:  Please keep your new dog on a leash at all times outside the home. A leash will give you 
control over your dog and new situations as you introduce him to your neighbors, other dogs, and 
his new neighborhood. Please remember that your dog does not know his new neighborhood! If 
your dog becomes separated from you, he will not know how to come home. Your neighbors may 
not know he is your new dog, or he may be hurt in the street or even killed. 

Other Dogs:  If you have other dogs in your home, please do not leave them unsupervised with your new 
dog. They will have to adjust to each other independently of you, and you should be there to make 
sure they do not encounter any potential problems. Do not try to "force" your dogs to like each other. 
Initially, there may jealously issues with your original dog/s, or possible dominance issues between 
them, as your new dog tries to determine his “place” in your home.  
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Children:  If you have younger children in your home, do not leave them unsupervised with the new dog. 
A large dog can easily hurt children without meaning to do so. You should always supervise their 
play and instruct them to “go easy” on your new dog while he adjusts to the home. This is especially 
important if your dog is nervous or uncertain during his first few days, or your children energetic. 
Remember: NEVER leave a small child unsupervised with any breed or size of dog. 

Water:  Your dog should have fresh water readily available at all times, whether inside or outside.  

Food:  Your dog may arrive with several days’ supply of the food he is currently eating. If you wish to 
change the brand of food, please do so over the course of several days or weeks, mixing in more of 
the new food until the change is complete. We recommend a dry food, but canned food or mixing 
the two is fine. “Premium” foods are best for their higher digestibility (more nutrients) and fewer 
indigestible ”fillers”. This means you feed less in volume and it is a healthier food for the dog. 
Although premium foods cost more per bag, the food will last longer and the cost per feeding is 
about the same as most "grocery store" foods. Schedule feeding times once or twice daily, or feed 
as recommended for your individual dog.  

Housing:  Your dog needs an available shelter from the elements while he is outside. This can be either a 
shady or covered area, or a doghouse. Do not leave your dog outside for long periods or when the 
weather is hot. Inside, your dog should have his own personal space in which to relax. This can be 
his crate, a dog bed, or as simple as a favorite corner of the room in which to lie. Consider this his 
sanctuary and his place to “get away” from it all. We recommend using a crate during the initial 
adjustment period, during travel, etc. 

Grooming:  Your dog should not need constant grooming, but you should regularly brush your dog and 
bathe as needed. Arctic breeds generally keep themselves clean and do not have the ”doggie” smell 
of some other dogs, but do be sure the dog is fully dry after a bath. If the undercoat is left damp, the 
dog may develop an odor or develop moist “hotspots” on the skin. Regular brushing removes old 
undercoat and will not only keep up a good appearance, but is also healthy for the skin itself. Trim 
your dog’s nails to a moderate length if they are not worn by activity. Please do not shave your dog. 

Additional Training:  Although most dogs are well behaved and some have formal obedience training, 
you may wish to enroll in obedience courses with your dog. Working together will help you to know 
each other better, spend quality time together, and build a bond of respect. Other alternatives to 
formal obedience can be more informal “at home” training or practice refreshers, as well as sports 
activities or teaching your dog tricks. In adoptions of a puppy or "special needs" dog, training may 
also be a requirement of your adoption agreement. 

Registration:  Please remember to register your dog in accordance with any local, country or state laws. 
Some areas require a dog license for your dog. If your dog is microchipped, you need to send the 
completed registration or transfer form, with required fee, to the appropriate microchip agency. 
(Such as AVID, PetWatch, HomeAgain, or AKC Companion Animal Recovery.) 

If you have any problems with your new pet, please do not hesitate to contact us! We will be glad 
to help you or answer any questions. Although we want every adoption to be permanent, we do 
realize that sometimes an adoption simply will not work as anticipated. Should this happen, we 
ask that you return the dog to us.  
We sincerely hope you and your new dog will enjoy each other’s company for many years to 
come. Please keep in contact with us and let us know how you are both doing together. 
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